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By being part of the Nanny Angel Network, 

you are investing in a future where 

no mother will ever have to 

choose between her children 

and her health, where children 

will be supported throughout 

their mothers’ illness. You 

are part of a passionate and 

committed group of people 

who make an immediate and 

impactful difference in the lives of 

many families.  

Thank you for your generous 

commitment. We are humbled to 

have you as a partner in our future 

and together we look towards the day 

when NAN is available to every mother 

in Canada. 

Sincerely,

A LETTER FROM

children, and an entrepreneur. During 

my treatment, I observed many mothers 

struggling to meet the demands of 

treatments while coping with the never-

ending demands of caring for young 

children. As an owner of a nanny agency, it 

was clear to me that mothers with cancer 

needed help, and that cancer treatment 

centres were no place for young children.   

Since 2009, NAN has been providing 

free, specialized in-home childcare to 

mothers with cancer and their families. 

As we continue to learn more about the 

experiences of our families, we have 

become acutely aware of the importance 

of supporting the children of mothers with 

cancer. The loss of a once healthy mother is 

devastating for children. 

By visiting once a week, building trust, and 

having fun, our specially trained Nanny 

Angels provide children with an opportunity 

to share their fears and anxieties. With 

this support, mothers gain the confidence 

and peace of mind to rest or attend 

appointments, knowing that their children 

are well-cared for by knowledgeable 

professionals with a trained understanding 

of cancer and its emotional effects.

G
ood ideas often emerge from 

difficult experiences. This is 

certainly the case with the Nanny 

Angel Netowrk (NAN), which arose as a 

result of my personal experience with loss 

and cancer. As a young girl, I was asked to 

accompany my father on special trips to 

NYC. He was receiving treatment for cancer 

while my mother stayed behind to care for 

my three younger brothers. 

At nine years old, I did not comprehend the 

purpose of these trips, but over the next 

three years I had to watch in fear as my 

father transformed from a strong young 

man to one who could no longer get out of 

bed. He died from cancer at age 37, leaving 

behind four young children. His illness and 

death were unspoken subjects in my house, 

leaving me and my siblings with many 

unresolved feelings and questions. 

Years later, I was diagnosed with breast 

cancer. I was a wife, a mother of four 

Founder, Nanny Angel Network

AUDREY’S LETTER AUDREY’S LETTER
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A NOTE FROM THE CO-CHAIRS

A NOTE FROM THE CO-CHAIRS

A 
warm welcome to our Angels and 

Heroes sponsors, donors, and guests. 

We are honoured to Co-Chair this 

year’s fundraising gala, together with an 

incredibly dynamic committee. We are all 

grateful for your presence and support. We 

chose to hold our gala on the week leading 

up to Mother’s Day to celebrate mothers 

everywhere.

We invite you to enjoy all that our 

celebration has to offer, including excellent 

wines and exquisite food prepared by the 

celebrated chefs of Food Dudes, EDO Sushi, 

Cheese Boutique, Oysters XO, and Gelato 

Fresco. Dance the night away to the music 

of Brass Transit.

We acknowledge with gratitude the 

ongoing support of the presenting sponsors 

of Angels and Heroes – Paul Bailey of Bazil 

Developments and Jeff and Diana Kerbel of 

Brampton Brick & the Kerbel Group.  

To all of our sponsors, auction donors, and 

many generous supporters like you, we 

say Thank You! Your generosity will enable 

the Nanny Angel Network to continue to 

provide much needed support and care to 

mothers and children throughout the GTA.

Many thanks to the NAN support staff, 

especially Maddie Wright and Jensine 

Jones for their hard work and commitment.

We look forward to sharing this special 

evening with you.

With gratitude,

Joyce, Barb,  & Diana



10     Halo     SPRING 2017 Halo     SPRING 2017    11

STAFF

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor-in-Chief Jensine Jones
Art Director Jensine Jones
Writer Mia Shulman
Copy Editors Heather Hood
 Stephanie Martin
Photography Jon Chodarcewicz
Graphic Design Jensine Jones
Printing Pronto Reproductions Ltd.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair Audrey Guth
Vice Chair Helena Axler
Treasurer Glen Mortimer
Director Azam Dawood
Director Joyce Frustaglio
Director Shauna Guth
Director Gershon Hurwen
Director Barbara Steinberg

ANGELS & HEROES COMMITTEE
Co-Chair Joyce Frustaglio
Co-Chair Diana Kerbel
Co-Chair  Barb Weinberg
 Sarah Benn
 Ruthie Berger
 Eleanor Boynton
 Councillor Rosanna De Francesca
 Dolores Franco
 Ronda Green
 Marin Hickox
 Kendryn Hutt
 Stephanie Martin
 Anita Micoli
 Itrath Qizilbash
 Mia Shulman
 Keisha Whylie
 Yayoi Yoshioka
Event Coordinator Maddie Wright
Founder Audrey Guth

NANNY ANGEL NETWORK STAFF
Executive Director, Founder Audrey Guth
Director of Operations  Leonilda Bastone-Patey
Program Coordinator  Emily Signoretti
Administrative Assistant Jensine Jones
Event Coordinator  Maddie Wright
Development Associate  Judy Tobe
Communications Associate Heather Hood

ABOUT THE NANNY ANGEL NETWORK

The Nanny Angel Network (NAN) is the only not-for-profit organization of its 
kind in Canada. NAN provides free, specialized in-home childcare for mothers 
with cancer, in palliative care, and for families during the bereavement period.

about the

Nanny Angel 
Network

W
hen a mother is diagnosed with 

cancer, her first thought is for 

her children and who will care 

for them. NAN works to help alleviate that 

worry by providing four hours of in-home 

childcare a week through a Nanny Angel 

volunteer.

Nanny Angels are childcare professionals, 

rigorously vetted and specially trained 

to provide care during this difficult time. 

Parents can be sure that their children 

are in safe, caring, and qualified hands. 

This allows the mothers to focus on their 

treatments and rest during this physically 

and emotionally painful time.

With the help of our Nanny Angels, children 

can find comfort in caring and informed 

support, helping them navigate, grieve, 

and ultimately thrive in the face of the 

overwhelming complexities associated with 

a mother’s cancer diagnosis.

Since 2009, NAN has provided over 12,000 

hours of service to more than 500 families. 

NAN’s goal for the next year is to grow 

within the GTA, doubling the number of 

families and volunteers. Looking ahead, 

NAN is focused on expanding its support 

to mothers and children across the country, 

ensuring that no mother has to choose 

between her treatments and her children.
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W
hat happens when eight of 

Canada’s most in-demand, 

talented musicians and singers 

come together out of a common love for an 

iconic pop/rock group?

Brass Transit formed in 2008 and has 

emerged as the world’s foremost CHICAGO 

tribute band. Since their formation, 

the band has toured North America 

steadily, dazzling audiences with flawless 

performances.

Ian Jutsun, the lead vocalist for Brass 

Transit, began his singing career in Montréal 

at age 13 and has worked in theatre, 

television, and film across North America. 

Tony Carlucci, who plays trumpet for the 

group, began playing at age 9, becoming 

a regular in Toronto’s music theatre scene 

by 15. He worked regularly on the CBC 

television network in the 80s, and formed 

his own group, Synthetic Earth, in 1989. 

Bob McAlpine provides guitar and backing 

vocals for the band. In 2014, Bob won 

Canadian Guitar Fingerstyle Champion, 

playing three of his original songs at the 

Canadian Guitar Festival. Paul Delong 

is Brass Transit’s drummer, and is best 

known for his multi-platinum work with Kim 

Mitchell. Along with winning a Juno, Paul is 

a long-time teacher at Humber College in 

Toronto.

Don Breithaupt provides keyboard and 

backing vocals to the group. In 2009, Don 

won an Emmy for Outstanding Original 

Song. His career in television has also 

earned him three SOCAN awards as well 

as a Gemini Award for Best Original Score, 

Animated. Doug Gibson is the band’s 

trombonist. He began playing at age 12, 

before studying music at Humber College. 

An accomplished pit orchestra musician, he 

is also a regular studio call in Toronto.

Phil Poppa adds saxophone and backing 

vocals to the group. He plays soprano, alto, 

tenor, and baratone saxes, as well as flute 

and wind synth. His most recent CD was 

nominated for Album of the Year at the 

2009 Canadian Smooth Jazz Awards. Jay 

Speziale rounds out the band with his bass 

and backing vocals. Jay co-founded the 

acclaimed R&B band Backstreet in 1985, and 

toured with Sass Jordan for several years.

Brass Transit recently produced their first 

(self-titled) album, taking songs by other 

top artists from the seventies and recording 

them with horns in the CHICAGO style. The 

result is a fresh approach to some of the 

greatest hits of the era. They also recently 

scored their show for full symphony 

orchestra with original arrangements that 

are truly spellbinding.

This piece has been adapted from Brass 

Transit’s website. For more information on 

Brass Transit, please visit their website.

http://brasstransit.com/

BRASS TRANSIT
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Kenny Munshaw

A 
singer, songwriter and producer, 

Kenny Munshaw is also a long-time 

supporter of the Nanny Angel Network. 

His songs have been #1 hits in Canada 

and he’s written pieces for many fellow 

Canadians, including Justin Bieber. Having 

performed all over the world at events such 

as the Calgary Stampede and the 2010 G8 

Summit, Munshaw is used to the big stage. 

However, he still prefers smaller venues, 

including benefits such as the Angels & 

Heroes Gala.

“The smaller venues are where my heart is,” 

Munshaw says. “There’s an intimacy and 

authenticity to these smaller concerts where I 

can combine my love of writing, producing, 

and performing with real-life storyteller 

songs that my audiences really connect 

with.”

Learn more about Munshaw at 

kennymunshaw.com

RETURNS FOR 
ANGELS & 
HEROES 2017

KENNY MUNSHAW

Maureen Holloway

PLEASED TO MC 
THE ANGELS & 
HEROES GALA M

aureen Holloway is fan favourite on 

the Toronto radio scene. Fresh off a 

longtime stint on Q107, she is now 

one half of Darren and Mo, the new morning 

show heard every day on landmark station 

98.1CHFI. Maureen is also familiar to listeners 

across the country as host of the popular 

entertainment feature The Last Word, now 

rebranded as Other’s People’s Business. 

Maureen is the recipient of the Canadian 

Association of Broadcaster’s Gold Ribbon 

Award for Humour. Diagnosed with a rare 

form of breast cancer in 2005, Maureen is 

an outspoken advocate for women’s health 

issues, and is in frequent demand as a 

lecturer and keynote speaker, where her 

topics encompass women, humour, and 

wellness. She is also cancer free. 

Maureen lives in Toronto’s west end with her 

husband John, her sons Aidan and Ronan, 

and her dogs Asta and Due (pronounced 

Dewey).  She plays golf and piano, both 

rather badly, and loves to cook, travel, laugh 

and drink wine, sometimes all at once. 

MAUREEN HOLLOWAY
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MOMS’ STORIES

Kian. “When she came, he instantly liked 

her. He usually cries when I leave, but he 

was laughing and playing with her. When I 

came back home, I could hear him laughing 

outside the door. It was really nice.” 

Sharmeen placed great emphasis on how 

much of a positive impact NAN’s services 

had on her life, especially since they were 

free of charge.

“NAN has been very understanding of my 

situation so they have been really helpful 

and supportive to me. I got so lucky with 

meeting my Nanny Angel, Anna-Lisa, 

because she lived so close to me and was 

so flexible. NAN’s service is really helping us 

in so many ways.”

I
n 2014, Sharmeen, a recent arrival to 

Canada from India, was unexpectedly 

faced with one of the most challenging 

years of her life. Shortly after being 

diagnosed with breast cancer, Sharmeen 

also found out she was pregnant with her 

first child. With a special treatment plan 

in place and through careful monitoring, 

Sharmeen was able to give birth to her son 

Kian part way through chemotherapy. 

Challenges arising at home had also taken 

a toll on Sharmeen’s marriage, resulting 

in a difficult separation with her husband 

shortly after Kian’s birth. Though her 

family, including her mother, travelled 

to Canada from India as much as they 

were able, Sharmeen often found herself 

alone with Kian, struggling to attend both 

appointments and meetings with lawyers. 

“It was only because of NAN that I was 

able to do everything that I had to do,” 

Sharmeen says. 

The volunteers would take Kian to the park 

or library when the weather was good, 

and in the winter found games to play 

in the house. One of the Nanny Angels 

even attended Kian’s first birthday party. 

Sharmeen described a particular memory 

when one of her Nanny Angels visited 
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W
endy was diagnosed with a form 

of blood cancer known as acute 

myeloid leukemia in 2015. Like 

Sharmeen, she found herself struggling to 

balance taking care of her children, Isabelle 

and Andrew, along with her visits to the 

hospital. Isabelle had just started junior 

kindergarten and Andrew was not in school 

yet. In order to take care of the children, 

Wendy’s mom took a month off of work 

while her husband, Dan, filed for a leave of 

absence. Juggling visits to the hospital with 

taking Isabelle to school, caring for Andrew, 

cooking meals, doing laundry, and cleaning 

was overwhelming.

It was then that a social worker told 

Wendy about NAN. “Our Nanny Angel is 

phenomenal. You can tell that she’s just so 

trained to be with kids.” Having a Nanny 

Angel has been an incredible support 

for Wendy and her family. In times when 

Wendy has felt stronger, she’s been able to 

go grocery shopping with her husband. “It’s 

not a date night, but it’s still time with my 

husband. At least we don’t have to get the 

shopping cart with the steering wheel - we 

can shop like adults!”

Wendy shared many touching stories about 

how her Nanny Angel had cared for her 

children, but one day, in particular, stood 

out to her. “There was about a foot of snow 

outside and my daughter wanted to be 

pulled on the sled. There was so much snow 

and my son was so short that the snow 

was covering him! So she carried my son 

and pulled my daughter. And you know, she 

came back and the kids were so happy! 

And the nice thing about that is that’s 

something that I would do if I was healthy.”

“During this stressful time in our lives, my 

kids continued to thrive,” Wendy says of 

their experience with their Nanny Angel. “I 

had the time to rest, recover and gather 

strength for the next challenge. For over 

two years in this incredible journey, the 

Nanny Angel Network has held our hands 

and gave us unconditional support every 

step of the way.”
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After the worst has happened
The Moynihan, Proctor, and Mandell families share their stories of loss and hope

T
he Moynihan family has relied 

upon the Nanny Angel Network for 

several years, and it comes as no 

surprise that their Nanny Angels, Sandy 

and Michelle, have come to feel like family. 

“Sandy and Michelle were as much a help 

to us as they were to the girls,” Kevin says. 

“The Nanny Angels provided the support we 

didn’t know we needed, at times when we 

were so consumed by what was happening, 

we couldn’t even think to reach out. It was 

a comfort to know we could count on our 

great nannies. They are so much more than 

just helpers; they’ve become family to us.”

Sherri died in December of 2016, after 

a four-and-a-half-year-long battle with 

cancer. At Sherri’s Celebration of Life, a 

close family friend shared a song written 

in Sherri’s words, for the Moynihan’s two 

young daughters, 

Hanora and Daisy. This 

song was followed by 

three songs that Kevin 

had written for Sherri. 

After her father’s tribute, 

Hanora, age seven, 

unexpectedly decided 

to share a song as 

well, and was followed 

by her younger sister, 

four-and-a-half-year-

old Daisy. Kevin is still 

AFTER THE WORST HAS HAPPENED

floored by the bravery and determination 

of his young daughters to stand up in front 

of so many people and honour their mother, 

completely unprompted. “After the girls 

finished singing, there wasn’t a dry eye in 

the house.” Kevin recalls.

Kevin could speak endlessly about his 

daughters. “Hanora is creative, eternally 

positive, and open for anything,” he shared, 

proudly, before speaking about his younger 

daughter. 

“Daisy is so 

stubborn,” he 

said, with a 

laugh. “She’s 

younger 

and more 

headstrong. 

She’s happy 

when things 

are going her 

way.” Kevin 

also reflected 

on what 
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traits the girls have inherited from their 

mother. “Sherri had a magic to connect 

with people,” Kevin says. “In five minutes, 

she’d form a deeper connection than most 

people could in years. The girls have that 

same magic.”

Kevin takes pleasure in sharing Sherri’s 

memory and the many ways he continues 

to see his wife in Hanora and Daisy. “Sherri 

was a giver,” he says. “She could always 

identify what 

people were 

needing 

and would 

instinctively 

lend an ear or 

a smile. She 

was always 

thinking of 

others, always 

providing 

love, even 

through her 

hardest days.” 

AFTER THE WORST HAS HAPPENED

L
ike Sherri, Jen Legaspi died in 2016. 

Jen had met her husband, Justin 

Mandell, twenty years earlier while 

working together in Toronto’s west end. 

Justin shared memories of their time 

together, and his wife’s warm and magical 

spirit. “I loved Jen’s sense of humour, her 

witty insults, and our mutual love for travel, 

good food, and adventure. We could always 

be found in a local café drinking coffee and 

enjoying a dessert.”

Justin’s voice softens when asked about 

his son. He describes his son’s curiosity, his 

playful nature, and the mischievous smile 

he gets when he spots a tasty dessert left 

out on a table. “That’s his mother,” Justin 

says. “She would get the same look when 

we’d go to Nadège, on Queen St. She loved 

desserts.”

Not long after Adam was born in 2012, 

Justin took a position in Florida, and the 

couple embraced the opportunity to move 

to a warmer climate with their new baby. 

Soon after settling in, 

Jen discovered a lump 

in her breast. A biopsy 

revealed the lump to 

be malignant, and the 

Mandells returned to 

Toronto so Jen could 

receive treatment in 

Canada.

“Our lives changed in 

every way imaginable. 

Our bright future was 

suddenly full of uncertainty. I had Adam 

to worry about, as he wasn’t even a year 

old yet. I had to be supportive of Jen in 

every way I could. I accompanied her to 

appointments, held her hand, and provided 

a shoulder for her to cry on.”

While family and friends did their best to 

support the Mandells, finding care for Adam 

during all of Jen’s appointments, or even 

just to give Justin and Jen a moment to 

rest, was a challenge. “The Nanny Angel 

Network has been terrific. The amount of 

help they provided Jen during her illness 

cannot be measured. Just allowing her 

some time for herself, to meet a friend for 

lunch, go for a walk, or attend appointments 

and not have to worry about childcare for a 

few hours is an incredible relief.”

As Jen’s illness progressed, the Mandells 

did their best to continue to live as 

they always had, embracing adventure, 

exploring the world, and sharing their love 

of life with their son. “Jen was determined 

to continue living her life as close to 

normal as possible.” Jen was also there 

to accompany Adam to his first day of 

Junior Kindergarten. The whole family took 

photos together, met Adam’s teachers and 

classmates, and sent him off with hugs. 

Justin was so glad to have Jen there, “After 

we dropped him off, we went to a nearby 

café, sat on the patio, and breathed a sigh 

of relief!” 

When asked what memories Adam has 

of his mother, Justin says, from what he 

can tell, Adam doesn’t remember much 

about Jen. But when asked what he hopes 

his son will know of his mother, he spoke 

of her passion, the very thing that Justin 

fell in love with twenty years ago. “I hope 

he knows his mother’s love of life, her love 

of exploring new places and restaurants. 

I hope he has her ability to make friends 

anywhere, with anyone. I hope he has her 

heart, and her common sense.”

W
hen Robyn Small and Todd 

Proctor discovered they were 

expecting a baby, it was the 

surprise of a lifetime. Todd had been told 

he would never be able to conceive a child 

due to a surgery some years earlier, and 

Robyn had been diagnosed with Non-

Hodgkin Lymphoma just four months 

prior, after discovering a lump in her 

neck. Despite initial nerves and questions 

about her treatments, Robyn was able to 

successfully carry her pregnancy to term, 

even completing a triathlon while five 

months pregnant. Shortly after giving birth 

to Lily, the family also discovered that the 

lumps in Robyn’s neck had disappeared.

Unfortunately, when Lily was only eleven 

months old the lumps in Robyn’s neck 

reappeared. The year that followed ushered 

Robyn through nine different treatments 

for her cancer. Robyn wanted to keep 

her cancer private, leading to the family 

struggling with little support from family or 

friends. This changed when the family ran 

into Audrey Guth at a shop and she  

introduced them to NAN. “She told us about 
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the Nanny Angel Network and explained 

how they could provide us with support at 

home. We hadn’t received support from 

any government agencies and our family 

was small, so this was a surprise blessing.”

Todd describes their Nanny Angel, Chantel, 

as a wonderful prescence in their lives at a 

difficult time. “Her spirit and support gave 

us hope. It was incredible to know that 

there was a complete stranger out there 

who cared enough to give us her most 

precious gift, her time. She stayed with us 

to the end and still visits us from time to 

time to this very day.” Robyn died in July 

of 2016, and since then Todd has been 

learning to live with his grief. “Robyn went 

through more than I have ever seen any 

human take. After watching her go through 

treatment after treatment, I really saw how 

much she wanted to live.” 

Todd focuses on his daughter, who he sees 

as carrying forward her mother’s spirit.  

“Lily is an amazing girl. I know as parents 

we’re supposed to say 

that, but I have zero 

experience with children 

and this kid makes 

me look good! She’s 

so happy and social, 

despite all that she’s 

been through and lost. 

I still can’t figure why 

that is. I just care that 

she is happy, and I will 

keep doing what I can 

to preserve that. She’s 

very vocal, loves people and animals, and 

is always willing to help (whether you like it 

or not). She’s forgiving. She tells me, ‘That’s 

OK, Daddy’ and ‘Good job, Dad’ all the time.”

The Nanny Angel Network continues to 

provide support for Todd and Lily, with 

visits from Nanny Angel Angela, who has 

quickly become a close companion to Lily. 

“The Nanny Angel Network has helped 

more than I can ever say. To know that my 

daughter is 

with someone 

who is 

screened and 

trained gives 

me peace.” 

Todd also 

thanked his 

family and 

friends. “I 

couldn’t be 

doing this 

without their 

help,” he said.

AFTER THE WORST HAS HAPPENED
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In Memoriam
This issue of Halo Magazine is dedicated to the memory of our moms 

who lost their lives to cancer in the past year. 

The Nanny Angel Network continues to support their sixteen children 

through their bereavement period.
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Angels
A 

former nurse, Nanny Angel Sandy 

Takeda has spent the last three 

and a half years of her retirement 

volunteering with a single family, caring 

for two very young girls, Hanora and Daisy. 

In December of 2016, their mother, Sherri 

Moynihan, died. 

“I see myself as a friend, a listener and a 

supporter to the grieving children,” Sandy 

says. “Most importantly, my role is to 

reassure the children that I am not going 

to leave them and they are loved by many 

people.” The support that NAN provides to 

families after the passing of a mother gives 

children love and support through a time of 

uncertainty and instability. 

The presence of a Nanny Angel is also an 

assurance to dying mothers. Sandy thinks 

about that often. “I hope to introduce the 

girls to baking soon. Sherri wanted them 

to become more aware of what happens 

in the kitchen. I made them aprons for 

Christmas, so I’m hopeful this will help 

encourage some afternoons in the kitchen.”

Sandy has found her time as Nanny Angel 

to be an incredibly rewarding experience. 

“The best part of being a Nanny Angel 

is the children and getting to know their 

family. The girls’ Mom said to me after I had 

been visiting for about six months, ‘You are 

part of our family’.” 

M
ichelle Donais, who began to 

provide extra support to Hanorah 

and Daisy when their mother 

entered palliative care, came to the Nanny 

Angel Network with personal experience 

with cancer. Like the girls, Michelle’s 

mother had cancer. “As Sherri’s cancer was 

progressing, I was also dealing with my own 

mother’s cancer progression,” Michelle says. 

“Their mother and my Mom shared many 

of the same symptoms and effects of the 

cancer and treatments and both wanted to 

be at home as their diseases advanced.”

The similarities between their situations 

weren’t lost on the girls either. They’d 

often ask Michelle questions about her 

own mother’s illness,. “They asked me 

questions about my Mom and her illness, 

that I knew related to what Sherri was 

going through. The training we were given 

from NAN helped me to answer them and 

also connect with them through our shared 

experiences,” Michelle says.

NAN used every resource possible to 

support Michelle, Sandy, and the Moynihans 

through Sherri’s illness and death. “The 

support from the NAN team has been 

tremendous,” Michelle says. “As Sherri’s 

disease progressed, the NAN team was 

incredible with providing us with various 

tools and resources to support the family. 

“Many years ago, I heard a quote that had a 

big impact on me: ‘No one can do anything 

about the quantity of life, but we all can 

do something about the quality.’ This has 

been a life changing experience for me and 

I know that volunteering as a Nanny Angel 

has created a meaningful difference, not 

only for this family but also for myself. I’ve 

created a special bond with this family that 

I hope will last a lifetime.”

A
ngela Ryan discovered the Nanny 

Angel Network through a magazine 

ad calling for volunteers and knew 

immediately she would apply for the role. 

MEET THE ANGELS

meet the
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Angela’s first placement as a Nanny Angel 

saw her caring for a three-year-old, Lily, 

whose mother, Robyn Small, had recently 

died. While every Nanny Angel is trained 

to support children through grief, Angela’s 

personal experiences with loss gives her a 

first-hand perspective on what it means 

to lose a family member. At the age of 15, 

Angela’s older brother died, and she felt 

completely alone. “No one was there for me, 

so I want to give my time and full attention 

to any child who may be suffering in any 

way.”

In line with her training, Angela waits for 

Lily to come to her with questions. “I am 

prepared to answer any question that 

arises,” Angela says, “I will answer truthfully, 

with compassion and gentleness. Until then, 

she follows Lily’s lead, and spends their 

visits hosting tea parties, playing dress up 

and arts and crafts, and creating a safe 

and loving space where the little girl can be 

herself.

C
hantel Barry is very familiar with the 

effect that a death can have on a 

family. An ICU nurse, Chantel comes 

face to face with critical illness and death 

on a daily basis, but it wasn’t until joining 

the Nanny Angel Network that she gained 

a deeper understanding of what it means 

to be a patient and what loss feels like for 

a family.

Chantel has been volunteering with NAN 

for just over a year, providing additional 

support to Lily and her father, Todd. “As part 

of my job, I am often surrounded by families 

and patients trying to cope in various ways 

with critical illness. Getting to know patients 

in their own environment really allows you 

to appreciate more deeply who they are as 

a person and build a relationship.” 

“I haven’t been asked difficult questions, 

but there have been some difficult 

comments when Lily has tried to 

conceptualize the loss of her mom. 

I’ve noticed that she calls a doll by the 

same name as her mom and a lot of 

her imaginative and doll-play was more 

focused on having a ‘mommy.’ When she 

brings up ‘mommy’ in play, I encourage 

her to continue to play, chat and use her 

imagination.”

J
anet Galizia joined NAN as a cancer 

survivor herself. A mother of three, 

Janet believes she was lucky that her 

cancer diagnosis came after her children 

were grown. “I found out about NAN and 

I wanted to help these moms with small 

children in any way that I could,” Janet 

says.

Over her five years as a Nanny Angel, Janet 

has volunteered with numerous families, 

mostly with children under the age of three. 

Most recently she provided care to two-

year-old Adam following his mother, Jen’s, 

death. Janet focuses her time on providing 

a break for the mothers and entertaining 

the children with games, crafts, visits to 

nearby parks, and baking. “Seeing the relief 

on a mom’s face when she gets to spend 

a few hours on her own and laughing and 

playing with young children is the best part 

of being a Nanny Angel.”

MEET THE ANGELSMEET THE ANGELS
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Verna has been a dedicated Nanny Angel 

since April 2014. In her time with NAN, she 

has logged over 350 hours and provided 

support to 10 families. 

“A very big thank you to Verna for her 

absolute devotion and dedication. She 

is truly an angel. She has shown so 

much love, care, and kindness to me 

and my son. Nathan eagerly looks 

forward to their outings together and I 

can tell when he gets home from each 

outing that he’s had so much fun.”  

      – Felicia, NAN Mom

When asked why she chooses to volunteer 

her time with the Nanny Angel Network, 

Verna expressed how much she appreciates 

having the opportunity to share her 

expertise in childcare. When presented 

with the award, Verna said, “It is a privilege 

to be a Nanny Angel and an honour to 

have mothers entrust their children to me 

during their struggle with cancer. Your 

organization has enabled me to reach out 

to mothers who both need and appreciate 

help. My volunteering experience with NAN 

has been very rewarding and special.”

E
very year, we 

recognize the 

outstanding 

commitment, 

dedication, and 

enthusiasm of one 

of our Nanny Angel 

volunteers with the 

title of ‘Nanny 

Angel of the 

Year’. In 2016, 

this award 

went to 

Verna 

Ross.

Nanny Angel of the Year
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Grief & Loss T
he Nanny Angel Network’s volunteers 

come to the organization from diverse 

backgrounds, but all bring with them 

their passion for childcare. NAN in turn 

is committed to providing volunteers with 

ongoing training and support. In particular, 

NAN makes sure to prepare the Nanny 

Angels for the possibility that the mother 

may die while receiving service, giving them 

the confidence to communicate with the 

children in their care.

NAN has been fortunate to be able to provide 

their Nanny Angels with the expertise of 

Andrea Warnick, a RN with a Masters in 

Thanatology. She works with families and 

organizations to remove the taboo from 

conversations about death, dying, and illness, 

particularly for the benefit of young children.

One of the most important subjects covered 

by Andrea is what language is used when 

talking about death with children. Andrea 

stresses the avoidance of euphemisms 

like ‘lost’ or ‘passed away’ which, when 

interpreted literally, as they often are by 

children, can be confusing and misleading. 

Instead, Andrea encourages the use of clear 

and simple words like ‘dying’ and ‘died’. 

Andrea also discusses the challenge 

of finding answers to questions when 

sometimes there is no answer. Andrea urges 

NAN talks death with thanatologist Andrea Warnick

GRIEF & LOSS

people to worry less about saying the right 

thing, and focus on listening instead. Some 

children will want to talk and ask questions 

while others will take in the information 

that a parent is sick and never revisit the 

topic. What’s most important, says Andrea, 

is creating time to spend with the child, 

providing them with an environment where 

they know they can ask questions should 

they want to. 

She also stresses the importance of 

following the lead of the parents when it 

comes to what to share with the children 

and what language to use. Nanny Angels 

work alongside the parents to carry out 

their wishes, while always striving to be a 

supportive friend to the children.

There are four major questions that are 

commonly asked by children who are facing 

the illness or death of someone close to 

them that need to be answered: Did I cause 

it? Can I catch it? Can I cure it? Who is 

going to take care of me? 

These simple questions can easily be 

answered, but they require an open dialogue 

with the child and a sense of trust and 

security, which Nanny Angels strive to create. 

The misconception that a child cannot grasp 

the implications of an illness or death on 

their family is something Andrea hopes her 

seminar can refute. “With the right support,” 

says Andrea, “kids can integrate cancer into 

their daily life in a very healthy way.”
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The cancer   conversationthat never    happened

THE CANCER CONVERSATIONTHE CANCER CONVERSATION

W
hen I was nine, my mother woke 

me in the middle of the night 

and told me to watch my three 

younger brothers because she had to take 

my father to the hospital. I remember that 

night as if it was yesterday, even though it 

occurred over 50 years ago. I didn’t know 

it at the time, but that night marked the 

beginning of my father’s three-year cancer 

journey that led, eventually, to his death. I 

was twelve, my brothers were three, seven, 

and ten when he died. 

When I was young, it was believed that 

children should be protected from bad 

news, including the cancer diagnosis of a 

parent. Cancer was an unspoken word, or it 

was couched in euphemisms like ‘the big C’.  

It was a dreaded word because very few 

people survived a cancer diagnosis. 

I learned that my father had cancer when 

I overheard two teachers discussing it. 

Somehow, I knew that this was a big secret 

and I just learned something that I wasn’t 

supposed to know. I kept this knowledge 

to myself, never discussing it with anyone, 

especially my parents, for fear of making 

a bad situation worse, but I still had a 

million questions. I went to the library alone 

and read about cancer. I learned what 

malignancy meant, but still, the more I read 

the more questions I had. I wondered if 

I could catch my dad’s cancer, or if I had 

somehow caused it. I felt tremendous guilt 

about not being able to make him better. 

And when he died, I had overwhelming 

anxiety about who would take care of me.

If we fast forward 50 years, not much has 

changed when it comes to talking to kids 

about cancer. Many parents still believe 

that it’s better to protect their children 

from the knowledge of a parent’s illness. 

However, we now know that children 

who are given honest information in age 

appropriate language do much better in 

the long run. Children who are not given 

truthful information about a parent’s illness 

often experience anxiety, trust issues, and 

behaviour problems that can surface in 

adolescence and adulthood.

Children as young as three years old have a 

basic understanding of what it means to be 

sick, but may not understand what cancer 

is. Kids this age use magical thinking. If 

they are not given an opportunity to talk 

about their feelings, or any explanation for 

what is happening, they often imagine the 

worst, such as believing that they made 

their parent sick. It’s important to explain in 

simple terms what cancer is, that the sick 

parent is going to the doctor and doing 

their best to get well, and assure the child 

that they didn’t do anything to cause their 

parent’s cancer.

Children ages 6-12 can understand more 

complex explanations of cancer. A good 

way to share the information is “I have 

an illness called cancer. It means that 

some lumps are growing in my body that 

shouldn’t be there. I will have an operation 

in the hospital to take the lumps out. Then 

I’ll have some more treatment so they don’t 

come back”.

Kids may research information on the 

internet if they feel there is something they 

don’t understand. Answering all of their 

questions in a truthful way stops them 

from finding misinformation online that 

may make them more scared. Children 

this age also often believe things they 

are told by other children. For example, 

they may be told and believe, that all 

people with cancer die. Children this age 

understand the concept of death and it 

can be addressed even if the child 

doesn’t ask by taking the same 

approach that is taken when 

talking about cancer: simple, 

straightforward language 

without euphemisms. Young 

children are also very 

concerned about catching 

cancer, so must also be 

reassured that cancer is 

not contagious. 

At the Nanny Angel 

Network we are 

developing educational 

materials to encourage 

mothers in our program to have 

the cancer conversation.

By Audrey Guth



42     Halo     SPRING 2017 Halo     SPRING 2017    43



44     Halo     SPRING 2017 Halo     SPRING 2017    45



46     Halo     SPRING 2017 Halo     SPRING 2017    47

Meet the 
donors
Jeff and Diana Kerbel of 
Brampton Brick and Paul 
Bailey of Bazil Developments 
are two of the Nanny Angel 
Network’s biggest donors. 
Meet the people who make 
everything NAN does 
possible. 

MEET THE DONORS
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“I
f you can do it, you’ve got to do it.” 

That’s the mentality that sets Diana 

and Jeff Kerbel apart and has made 

them two of the Nanny Angel Network’s 

most dedicated supporters. “We have been 

fortunate, and want to make sure that 

others can feel the same,” Diana says. Diana 

and her husband, Jeff, President and CEO 

of Brampton Brick, have given the Nanny 

Angel Network a new understanding of the 

word philanthropy through their generous 

contributions to the organization. In 2015, 

Brampton Brick donated $100,000 to NAN 

– the largest amount the organization has 

ever received from one donor. 

Brampton Brick’s support is critical to 

NAN’s expansion across the GTA. “Jeff and 

Diana Kerbel are truly Guardian Angels of 

our organization. Their investment in the 

Nanny Angel Network is changing the way 

moms and their children endure the stress 

of a cancer diagnosis,” says NAN Founder, 

Audrey Guth. 

If you ask Diana and Jeff about why they 

chose NAN, they’re quick to answer. “My 

mother had cancer and I saw what it cost 

for her care. I can’t imagine how young 

MEET THE DONORS

families do it. There are people there for 

palliative care and other services, but 

no one else is out there looking after the 

families,” says Jeff. The Kerbels emphasized 

the importance of organizations like NAN in 

their community and stressed their ongoing 

commitment to support the growth and 

success of the Nanny Angel Network.

After volunteering on the Angels & Heroes 

Event Committee last year, Diana joined 

NAN again this year as a Co-Chair. “I had 

been to so many charity events over the 

years and part of so many committees, I 

wasn’t looking to do any more, but Audrey 

kept pursuing me. She would not let me 

go,” says Diana, laughing as she recalls 

Audrey reaching out. “It’s been a rewarding 

experience.” 

When asked what they would want to 

share with people who are just learning 

about NAN, Jeff answered. “NAN is a great 

organization. I would love to see people 

make space for NAN in their giving.” 

Their interest in sharing NAN with their 

community has been monumental for 

NAN’s growth and development. At the 

inaugural Angels & Heroes Celebration, 

Diana and Jeff Kerbel were recognized 

for their outstanding contributions to the 

organization.

MEET THE DONORS
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E
arly in its development, the Nanny 

Angel Network found a friend and 

supporter in Paul Bailey, President of 

Bazil Developments Inc. His unwavering 

commitment has been integral to the 

achievements and growth of NAN. While 

he may view philanthropy as an innate 

responsibility, NAN knows Paul’s generosity 

is a rare and special thing. We couldn’t 

resist acknowledging Paul and sharing 

some insight into what has made him one 

of NAN’s greatest supporters. 

Paul’s generosity stretches across the 

GTA, having supported countless causes 

that help improve the quality of many 

lives. Whether it involves giving your time 

or making a financial contribution, Paul 

believes that everyone has something to 

contribute. “It is incumbent on all of us to 

be thoughtful and helpful, to lend a hand 

to others,” he explains. Such beliefs are at 

the centre of philanthropic giving and at 

NAN, the support of Mr. Bailey and Bazil 

Developments makes it possible for Nanny 

Angel volunteers to lend a hand to mothers 

with cancer and their children. 

Paul Bailey has been a major sponsor for 

NAN’s Angels and Heroes Gala for two 

MEET THE DONORS

years in a row. The organization first came 

to his attention through founder Audrey 

Guth. With the combination of her personal 

cancer experience and her business 

knowledge from her award-winning nanny 

agency, Paul was confident in NAN’s 

unique ability to provide great care. “The 

combination of experience and knowledge 

gives NAN a remarkable ability to support 

women diagnosed with cancer who need a 

break to get through this challenging time.”  

“I am fortunate to have become aware 

of NAN. It’s a compassionate cause and 

different from others that we often hear 

about,” says Paul. “I am happy to have had 

the opportunity to make an investment in 

such a great organization.”

Bazil Developments was one of the first 

companies to invest annually in the Nanny 

Angel Network’s mission. “Without partners 

like Paul Bailey, who were willing to take a 

risk on a new and innovative service, the 

Nanny Angel Network would not exist,” says 

Guth.

As the Nanny Angel Network plans for the 

future, the NAN team has its sights set on 

continuing to build strong infrastructure to 

allow for expansion later on. Paul echoes 

NAN’s focus saying, “I would love to see 

NAN become more well-known. Greater 

awareness will help to create a broader 

platform, so that more women can receive 

the care they need.”

MEET THE DONORS
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Dina's Closet
I

n 2016, for the second year in a row, 

Breakfast Television’s Dina Pugliese 

selected the Nanny Angel Network as 

a recipient of the profits from the annual 

Dina’s Closet clothing sale at Yorkdale mall. 

Throughout the year, various merchants 

from the mall provide Pugliese with the 

clothing that she wears every morning on 

Breakfast Television. At the end of the year, 

these clothes are sold at a huge markdown, 

with the profits going towards a charity 

of Dina’s choice. In 2015, the Nanny Angel 

Network shared the profits with another 

charity, but in 2016 were selected as the 

sole beneficiary. 2016’s sale was also the 

largest to date, raising over $22,000 for the 

Nanny Angel Network!

“To have the opportunity to buy gently 

worn clothes, shoes, and jewelry at greatly 

reduced prices and have it all go to 

women’s and children’s charities is a win 

win win!” said Pugliese in an interview with 

Yorkdale Mall. “I’m so grateful for the work 

Yorkdale does all year long to make the sale 

such a massive success.”

DINA’S CLOSET



56     Halo     SPRING 2017

T
he Nanny Angel Network has 

partnered with Mabel’s Labels since 

2015 to send personalized labels to 

each of the children receiving care from 

our Nanny Angels. We believe every child 

is special and our partnership with Mabel’s 

Labels gives us an opportunity to recognize 

each and every one.

Mabel’s Labels is the best-known brand 

of durable labels for families, and their 

growing line of products features baby 

labels, child safety products, sports labels, 

household organizational labels, and 

seasonal items. They’re extremely durable, 

they’re laundry, dishwasher, and microwave 

safe – and they’re 100% guaranteed.

MABEL’S LABELS
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Celebrate with 
ECHOage + NAN

T
he Nanny Angel Network has 

been the proud recipient of many 

ECHOage parties and we hope that 

more families will choose this innovative 

and easy way of giving to our program. 

ECHOage is a unique website that allows 

hosts of parties to celebrate an event, 

any event in fact, by helping out a charity 

of their choice. Children and adults alike 

can choose to use the ECHOage platform 

for their party in place of traditional gifts. 

Guests go on the site, RSVP, and contribute 

to the host’s gifts. The amount raised 

is then split between the host and their 

charity of choice. This allows the child to 

choose exactly what they want for their 

birthday present.

ECHOage was launched in 2008 by 

two moms who wanted to expose their 

children to charity and get them excited 

about giving back to the community. Their 

website has modernized the birthday party 

experience for guests and hosts alike, 

saving parents time spent hunting for the 

right birthday gift, providing children with 

gifts that are meaningful, lasting, and truly 

wanted, and, of course, giving back to the 

community and teaching the importance of 

philanthropy.

Please consider hosting an ECHOage party 

and selecting the Nanny Angel Network as 

your charity of choice. Visit: echoage.com/

charities/nanny-angel-network-inc
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L’ORÉAL PARIS WOMEN OF WORTH

I
n early 2017, the Nanny Angel Network 

was thrilled to announce that NAN 

founder, Audrey Guth, had been named 

a recipient of L’Oréal Paris’s inaugural 

Canadian Women of Worth program. 

The signature philanthropic program 

embodies the L’Oréal Paris belief that 

‘Every Woman Is Worth It’ by elevating 

and celebrating women who find beauty 

in giving back. The 10 Women of Worth 

Honourees were celebrated and awarded 

more than $100,000 in charitable grants at 

an Awards Gala on March 8, International 

Women’s Day, hosted by L’Oréal Paris 

spokesperson, award-winning actress and 

humanitarian, Blake Lively.

“We have been inspired and awestruck 

by the hundreds of Women of Worth 

nominations we received about 

extraordinary Canadian women who are 

selflessly volunteering their time and 

talents to make Canada a better place,” 

said Stephanie Binette, General Manager, 

L’Oréal Paris in Canada.

Women of  WorthL’Oréal Paris

Photo: Women of Worth 2017
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RECIPES FOR SPRING

CALMING KALE & SPINACH SALAD WITH 

COCONUT AVOCADO YOGURT DRESSING

VEGAN FRUIT & NUT BARS

Research shows that eating a vitamin 

E-rich diet can reduce the risk of stomach, 

colon, lung, liver, and other cancers. Adding 

peanut butter to your diet will help keep 

your cells’ defenses strong. These easy no-

bake vegan fruit and nut bars are packed 

with goodness and are a real treat to eat.

6 tablespoons coconut oil

2 tablespoons raw peanut butter

4 heaping tablespoons of raw cacao 
powder

2 tablespoons agave 

Pinch of kosher salt

1 cup puffed quinoa cereal

0.25 cup dried cranberries

0.25 cup chopped pistachio nuts

0.25 cup shredded unsweetened 
coconut

1. Melt together coconut oil, peanut 

butter, cacao powder, agave and 

salt in a microwavable bowl (about 1 

minute on high).

2. Stir in the quinoa cereal, cranberries, 

pistachios and shredded coconut.

3. Pour into a lined loaf pan and chill 

until set (about 1 hour).

4. Lift bars from pan, slice and serve.
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CALMING KALE & SPINACH SALAD 
WITH COCONUT AVOCADO 
YOGURT DRESSING

A salad filled with leafy greens, fruit and 

vegetables, like kale, spinach, apples, 

avocado and cucumber, is an amazing 

combination of phytonutrients and healthy 

ingredients to ensure you are loading up on 

cancer fighting antioxidants.

8 cups spinach or kale

1 green apple, sliced

1 cucumber, finely chopped

2 avocados, pitted, sliced 

1 cup pecan halves

1 cup green grapes, sliced

4 - 6 oz crumbled goat cheese

Coconut chips for garnish – optional

COCONUT AVOCADO YOGURT 
DRESSING 

0.5 cup coconut yogurt

0.5 cup plain Greek yogurt

1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lime or 
lemon juice

Zest of 1 lemon

1 teaspoon chopped fresh parsley or dill

2 tablespoons avocado oil

Sea salt and fresh ground pepper to 
taste

1. Plate all salad ingredients on a large 

platter or in a bowl. 

2. Using a blender or whisk, mix 

together all ingredients for dressing. 

3. Drizzle over salad, toss and garnish 

with coconut chips if desired.

BAKED SWEET POTATOES 
WITH SPINACH TAHINI & ZESTY 
CHICKPEAS

Sweet potatoes and spinach are packed 

with antioxidants and beta-carotene. This 

recipe for baked sweet potatoes with 

spinach tahini and zesty chickpeas is simply 

beautiful in so many ways.

5 - 6 medium sweet potatoes, washed 
and cut in half

SPINACH TAHINI
6 cups spinach

0.5 cup nuts, you can use pine nuts, 
almonds, or walnuts 

0.5 cup tahini 

0.5 cup organic veggie broth

Salt and pepper to taste

LEMON HERB CRISPY CHICKPEAS
1 can (15 oz) chickpeas

1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil

0.5 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons lemon herb spice mix

Garnishes – plain Greek yogurt and 
parsley/cilantro

1. Preheat oven to 400F. 

2. Place chickpeas in a colander. Rinse 

thoroughly under cold running water.

3. Pat the chickpeas very dry with 

paper towels. Even better? Leave 

them to air-dry for a few minutes. 

Remove any chickpea skins that 

come off while drying, but otherwise 

don’t worry about them.

4. Spread the chickpeas out in an even 

layer on a baking sheet. Drizzle with 

olive oil and sprinkle with salt. Stir to 

make sure the chickpeas are evenly 

coated.

5. Roast the chickpeas in the oven for 

20 to 30 minutes. Stir the chickpeas 

or shake the pan every 10 minutes. 

The chickpeas are done when 

golden and slightly darkened, dry 

and crispy on the outside, and soft in 

the middle.

6. Toss the chickpeas with the lemon 

herb spice mix. (Note – you can use 

any spices here – go wild)

7. Place sweet potatoes onto a baking 

sheet. Drizzle with olive oil and coat 

both sides well. Place them flesh side 

DOWN on the sheet and bake for 1 

hour.

8. For the Spinach Tahini, wash spinach 

and place in a food processor, add 

the balance of ingredients in order 

and pulse until combined. If you want 

it to be smooth, blend well. Set aside.

9. Drizzle potatoes with spinach 

tahini, Greek yogurt and top with 

chickpeas. Optional garnish – 

parsley or cilantro.

BAKED SWEET POTATOES WITH SPINACH 

TAHINI & ZESTY CHICKPEAS

Recipies and photography by Debi 
Traub. Debi is a food blogger, stylist 
and photographer who shares her 
life, photos, and recipes online at 
Simply Beautiful Eating.

RECIPES FOR SPRINGRECIPES FOR SPRING
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Every day, a family is irreversibly changed by a cancer diagnosis. Whether you are looking 

to make an ongoing commitment of your time, or a one-time contribution, the Nanny Angel 

Network has an opportunity for you to get involved and affect real, positive change.

Regardless of your role, when you support the Nanny Angel Network, you become an Angel.

Make a difference today

Become a Nanny Angel

There is always a need for more Nanny Angels. If 
you, or someone you know, has at least one year 
of professional childcare experience, becoming 
a Nanny Angel could be a great fit. Visit the NAN 
website to learn more. 

www.nannyangelnetwork.com/apply

Assist as a Support Angel

NAN is always looking for volunteers to help with 
administrative and fundraising activities. Have a 
background in communications? In fundraising? Do 
you love administrative tasks? NAN could use your 
expertise. Email volunteer@nannyangelnetwork.com 
for more information.

Take a Leadership Role as a Board Member

All great organizations require excellent leadership 
to move forward. Join a group of talented and 
committed board members in supporting NAN in its 
growth. To learn more about the Board and how you 
can use your experience to support NAN, please call 
Audrey Guth at 416-730-0025 x1.

Host an Event

Events are a great way to raise awareness and 
bring friends and family together, while supporting 
a cause that you are passionate about. No matter 
how big or small your idea is, NAN is excited to help 
you turn your vision into reality! To learn more about 
hosting an event in support of NAN, call the office at 
416-730-0025.

ECHOage

Tired of getting gifts you don’t need for your 
birthday? Use ECHOage for your next party or 
celebration. By using ECHOage, friends and family 
can support a cause you believe in. Visit echoage.
com to start planning your next party!

Attend an Event

Events are a great way to meet like-minded 
people, who believe in the importance of 
childcare support for mothers with cancer. With 
a wide array of event opportunities, you are sure 
to find something that fits your interests. Visit 
nannyangelnetwork.com/events for the most 
recent updates and opportunities.

Donate

Every dollar given to the Nanny Angel 
Network has an incredible impact on the lives 
of mothers with cancer in the GTA. To make 
a donation or to learn more about how your 
dollars will impact NAN families, please visit 
nannyangelnetwork.com or call 416-730-0025.  

Stay Connected and Share

Stay connected with the Nanny Angel 
Network through their social media 
channels for updates on the program, 
tips on grief and bereavement support, 
and helpful information and connections 
surrounding a cancer diagnosis.

GET INVOLVED

nannyangels
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WITH GRATITUDE

With Gratitude
The Nanny Angel Network is incredibly grateful for the support of the many individuals 
and companies that generously supported the 2017 Angels & Heroes Gala, as well as 
the printing of this publication.

PRESENTING SPONSORS
Bazil Developments Inc.  •  Brampton Brick  •  Kerbel Group Inc.

VIP SPONSOR 
Surplus Furniture & Mattress Warehouse

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Barbara Belford  •  Bank of Montreal  •  The Brown Group of Companies  •  Castlepoint Investments Inc.
CIBC  •  Condrain Group  •  Delta Urban  •  Diamond Personnel Inc.  •  FrontRunner Technologies
Goodmans LLP  •  Greenrock Charitable Trust  •  Greenwin Inc.  •  Lakeview Homes
The Lawrence & Judith Tanenbaum Family Foundation  •  Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment Ltd.
Matthews SouthWest  •  The Michelin Construction Group Inc.  •  Mobilize Jobs  •  Paradise Developments
The Remington Group  •  Rogers Communications Inc.  •  Searchlight Capital Partners  •  TD Bank Group
Verdiroc Holdings Ltd.

FRIENDS OF NAN 
AGF Investments Inc.  •  Aird & Berlis LLP.  •  AstraZeneca  •  The Atlas Corporation  •  Helena Axler
Howard and Debbie Belford  •  Bell Media Inc.  •  Borealis Infrastructure Management Inc.
Bottom Line Group Inc.  •  Canadian Tire Corporation  •  Country Wide Homes Ltd.  •  ED Industrial Ltd.
Robert and Ellen Eisenberg  •  Fieldgate Developments  •  First National Financial LP
Generation Capital Ltd.  •  Daphne and Leslie Goldberg  •  Greybrook Realty Partners  •  Hyde Park 
Properties Ltd.  •  The Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto  •  Joaquim and Virginia Lains
Lafarge Canada Inc.  •  Minto Foundation Inc.  •  The Oakville, Milton and District Real Estate Board
Ontario Heating Ltd.  •  Organized Interiors  •  Rocco & Irene Pantalone Family Foundation
PearTree Financial Services Ltd.  •  PMA Brethour Real Estate Corp.  •  POI Business Interiors Inc.
Somerset Torbel  •  TACC Developments Inc.  •  Tamarack Lumber Inc.  •  The Regional Municipality of York
Yorkwood Homes  •  Your Wealth Care Ltd.

SUPPORTERS ($1,000-$4,999) 
Armland Group Inc.  •  Ballantry Homes Inc.  •  Concord Steel Centre Ltd. 
The Lindy Green Family Charitable Foundation  •  Anita Lapidus  •  LiUNA Local 506

NETWORK (<$1,000) 
Valerie Allen  •  J.D. Barnes Limited  •  Howard Brodsky  •  Michael Dobbs  •  Edie Glazer  •  Shawn Jerusalim
Salima Jvraj  •  Diana Kochman  •  Albert Liberman  •  Cheryl Lubelski  •  Margarita Makosz
Alexander Milic  •  George Milic  •  Yahya Mirza  •  Shoshanah Moos  •  Sue O’Donnell  •  Larry Rosen
Ed Rosenblat  •  Hayden Solomons  •  John Tremayne

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Air Canada Foundation  •  Auberge du Pommier  •  Avenue Cibi e Vini  •  Avid Apparel  •  Munir Ajani  •  Bad Boy Furniture

Cafe Belong  •  Chase Hospitality Group  •  Cheese Boutique  •  Cleveland Clinic Canada  •  Donatello
Eagles Nest Golf Club  •  Ed Mirvish Productions  •  EDO Restaurants  •  Entertainment Tonight Canada

EVOO Ristorante-Wine Bar  •  Fairmont Kea Lani  •  Ferrovia Ristorante  •  Fieramosca Trattoria
Fine Wines of Portugal  •  First Class Limo/Joseph Amodio  •  Gelato Fresco  •  Rhoda and Lenny Gelbard

Gusto 54 Restaurant Group  •  Audrey and Fred Guth  •  Harbour Sixty Steakhouse  •  Hiton Toronto
International Pool & Spa  •  Jacobs & Co. Steakhouse  •  Joey Restaurant Group  •  John Danson

Joso’s Restaurant  •  Jump Restaurant  •  Just for Laughs  •  Karats Fine Jewellery
Lago (at Eagles Nest Golf Club)  •  Lindt & Sprüngli  •  Longo’s  •  L’Oréal Paris  •  M.A.C. Cosmetics

Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment  •  Mastro Roberto Trattoria  •  Mercedes-Benz Durham
Molson Coors Brewing Company  •  Motorino Enoteca  •  Nove Ristorante  •  Opus Restaurant

Oysters XO  •  Palace Restaurant  •  Piano Piano Restaurant  •  Pusateri’s Fine Foods
Rogers Communications Inc.  •  Rogers Sportsnet  •  Simply Beautiful Eating

SoHo Metropolitan Hotel  •  Sotto Sotto Ristorante  •  St. Anne’s Spa
Swissotel-Ovation Rewards  •  Tabülè  •  Terra Restaurant  •  Turnberry Golf Club

Via Allegro Ristorante  •  The Westin Harbour Castle, Toronto

ANGELS & HEROES
Entertainment

Brass Transit  •  Kenny Munshaw  •  Evan Babins  
MC

Maureen Holloway
Auctioneer

Adam Moskowitz
Photography

Jenn and Dave Stark
Videographer

Michael Gelfand
Event Design & Management

ESP Inc.  •  Aragon Cruz
Printing

Pronto Reproductions Ltd.

WITH GRATITUDE
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